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DATE: 


April 17, 1962 


TO: 


The Vice President 


FROM: 


RE: 


Colonel Burris 


Laos 


DECLASSIFIED 


Authority 
By - 


NABS, Date 
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King Savang of Laos recently sent a bitter message to President Kennedy 
on the state of affairs in Laos. He referred to U. S. - Laotian cooperation in 
the past and cited Laotian confidence, U.S. protection and support. The King 
revealed that the Laotian people have more recently been disillusioned by the 
U.S. action and attitude toward the form of government being urged upon that 
country. The King expressed the opinion that the proposal would cause the 
nation to fall into Communist hands. He also observed caustically that his 
country should not be asked to collaborate with the Communists. He expressed 
disillusionment with the Geneva accords and criticized the United States for 
taking contradictory positions in regard to implementation of the accords. 

The President told the Laotian Ambassador that the kind of government the 
United States now proposes under Souvanna is the only alternative to war in 
Laos, but the decision to accept these proposals remains with the Laotian 
Government. In clear terms the President stated that the King and the Laotian 
people should fully realize that the United States would not commit its forces 
in Laos if hostilities are resumed. The President went on to say that neither 
the Congress nor the American people would support such intervention on the 
other side of the world. (By making this statement the President tried to draw 
a clear distinction between the type of engagement of U.S. personnel in South 
Viet Nam versus all-out commitment of American troops to battle in that area.) 
The President concluded by stating that the United States sincerely hoped to 
assist the Laotians and if the coalition is formed and new agreements signed 
the United States would do everything possible to insure success. 

United States assistance to Laos begjjjn immediately after the establishment 
of that country by the Geneva accords in 1954. In these past eight years the 
United States has granted the Laotians approximately $300 million in economic 
aid and approximately $200 million in military aid. Unless the controversial 
formula for creation of the new government under Souvanna is accepted by the 
various factions, it appears certain that country will fall to the Communists 

and eight years of collaboration and one-half a billion dollars will have been 
expended in vain. 
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